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affected their daily work and daily contacts. Much has been written and said about alleged interference with "private lives," including a great deal of bunkum. This much can be said. Sir John had principles which, right or wrong, are upheld traditionally in this country by prime ministers and prelates. He applied them courageously and impartially. To put it plainly, he would not tolerate any "funny business" in the office or the studio.
Maurice Gorham writes in Sound and Fury : " I never knew an office where sex played so large a part." One asks : What offices had Mr. Gorham known? After the publication of this book, one B.B.C. official came to me and said : "I would like you to publish the statement that I have been a member of the B.B.C. staff for fifteen years and I have not been outraged yet."
The fact is that the B.B.C. is a publicity machine with almost frightening power. Anything connected with it is apt to be seized upon and inflated with ridiculous exaggeration. There may have been locked-door incidents at Savoy Hill; there were divorce cases. Certainly to be the guilty party in a divorce was the quickest way out. But to represent the B.B.C. as a hot-bed of immorality is preposterous.
Sir John is frequently described as a typical " son of the Manse." When he was at the B.B.C. I thought that his qualities were more those of a headmaster than a pastor. He was dour but just, and not without a queer humour in his dealings with the stair. On several occasions he overcame his extraordinary shyness sufficiently to appear in B.B.C. amateur theatricals—I remember him as the butler in Tilly of Bloomsbury.
It was ten years before I met him face to face at a luncheon party. My chief impressions of that interview arc of his serious, direct manner, and his practice of hurling unanswerable questions. The man who had persistently avoided the Press in general and me in particular then suddenly swung at me, like a boxer's left lead, the remark : "Well, what do you want to know?" When I began to recover from my surprise and put a few questions, he then jabbed at me for obtaining information from unauthorised sources and unimportant people!